
King Charles the Martyr
Tunbridge Wells

Second Sunday of 
Advent

10th December 2017
Welcome to King Charles the Martyr – especially if 
you are visiting. A melody edition of the hymn book is 
available – please ask a sidesman for a copy. We 
hope you will enjoy your time with us. Refreshments 
are served after the 10am Service in the Hall.  Please 
join us if you can.

Today’s Services
8AM HOLY COMMUNION (BCP)

2 Peter 3. 8-15a, Mark 1. 1-8
President:The Revd Claire Allwood

10AM PARISH COMMUNION

Isaiah 40. 1-11, 2 Peter 3. 8-15a,
Mark 1. 1-8

Hymns: 36, 46, 45, 41
President: The Revd Laurence Powell
Deacon: The Revd Claire Allwood
Preacher: The Revd Claire Allwood
A creche is available in the Church Hall. Please 
ask a sidesman for directions.

6.30PM EVENING PRAYER (BCP)
President: Mr Paul Clark
1 Kings 22. 1-28, Romans 15. 4-13

COMING SOON TO A DEAD END NEAR YOU! In our readings 
today we hear the prophet Isaiah and John the Baptist 
proclaim an actual new hope; hope of forgiveness, of 
liberation, of presence, of strength and of peace. Can we 
pause, pull off the road, step into the river and allow 
ourselves to take it in? Can we let God lead us, take us in, 
this Advent?

Collect for the Week 

O Lord raise up, we pray, your power and come among us,
and with great might succour us;that whereas, through our 
sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running 
the race that is set before us , your bountiful grace and 
mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ  your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for ever.
 
 

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of 
Advent 17th December 2017

8AM HOLY COMMUNION (BCP)
10AM PARISH COMMUNION (CW)
6.30PM 9 LESSONS & CAROLS
________________________________________________

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but 
all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be 
dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that 
is done on it will be disclosed.11  Since all these 
things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of 
people ought you to be in leading lives of holiness 
and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance 
with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 
earth, where righteousness is at home.14 Therefore, 
beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive 
to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 
15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you 
according to the wisdom given to him.

❖ GOSPEL Mark 1. 1-8
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. 2  As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah,‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you,who will prepare your way; 3 the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness:“Prepare the way of the 
Lord,make his paths straight” ’, 4 John the baptizer 
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leath er belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.’
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This Week at King Charles
Mon11th -    3pm T@3 in the Hall
   

Wed 13th - 11.30am HOLY COMMUNION (BCP)
        6pm Mead Carol Service

Fri 15th -      1pm Prayers in the Quiet Corner

Notices.
1.  Charities of the Month

The Childrens’ Society: 
Retiring collection at the Christingle 
Service and half the collection taken 
at the Scratch Nativity.
Childline: 
half the Scratch Nativity collection.
The Samaratians: 
half the Carol Service collection.
Build Africa: 
half the Carol Service collection. 

2. T@3
Tomorrow 11th December at 3pm in the 
Church Hall - everyone of all ages 
welcome! Christmas music and 
sing-along with a dash of opera with 
mezzo soprano Iwona Januszajtis - and 
a celebration Christmas party tea. 
£2 entry.

3.     Christmas Services at King Charles
A leaflet with details of our Advent and 
Christmas Services is now available at 
the back of the Church, please do take 
one.

4.     Christmas Invitation
Laurence and Caz warmly invite all
members of the Parish to Christmas 
drinks and nibbles at The Vicarage, 
Oak House, Rodmell Road, TN2 5ST 
on Tuesday 19th December from 7pm 
onwards. During the evening the new 
Vicarage Study will be blessed.

5.     Guide Dogs for the Blind
A reminder, for those who do not take the 
parish magazine, that I collect used 
postage stamps, ordinary as well as 
Christmas and overseas, in aid of Guide 
Dogs for the blind. Please leave them on 
the Church Watch table. Many thanks 
Erica Haines.

6.      A Note on Christmas Eve Morning
You may have noted that Christmas Eve 
falls on a Sunday this year. I have decided 
to cancel the 8am Communion Service and 
there will be a very simple said Communion 
Service at 10am on Christmas Eve 
morning. Our usual pattern of services will 
then follow from 4pm with Scratch Nativity 
and at 11.30pm Midnight Mass. There will 
of course be a 8am Communion and 10am 
sung Communion service on Christmas 
Day. Laurence

7.      Martha Mary Group
         Please note that there is no meeting of the 
         Martha Mary Group this month.  
8.     Wedding Invitation

Susan and Nigel Majury warmly invite you 
all to celebrate the marriage of their 
daughter Anna to Edward on Saturday 30th 
December at 2pm in the Church. 

                                

Readings at 10am
❖ FIRST READING Isaiah 40. 1-11,
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid that 
she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 
her sins. 3 A voice cries out:”In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.’ 6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’And I 
said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field.7 The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord 
blows upon it; surely the people are grass.8 The 
grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our 
God will stand for ever. 9 Get you up to a high 
mountain,O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
voice with strength, O  Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of 
Judah,‘Here is your God!’ 10 See, the Lord God 
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.11 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep.

❖ SECOND READING 2 Peter 3. 8-15a,
8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with 
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not 
slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 

Charity Collections for December
please see notice above


