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Reflection  
by Rev Canon Sarah Partridge 

‘ “The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!” 

This is a very different Easter from 
any we have known before. Unable to 
enter our church we have become a 
scattered community, a diaspora, 
each of us isolated from each other in 
our own houses. This is difficult in 
many ways and yet in many other 
ways wonderful things have 
happened. We have had to 
communicate with each other 
remotely, through modern technology 
and the telephone, and I get the real 
impression that in fact many people 
are more in touch with others than 
they would be if they simply saw them 
in church once a week! Paradoxically 
we have ‘come together’ as a church 
community more strongly than ever 
before. 

And, although Easter feels so 
different, in reality it is exactly the 
same. Because however much our 
worship may have changed what 
hasn’t changed is the glorious fact 
that Jesus Christ is risen. In bearing 
our sins on the cross and sacrificing 
himself for love’s sake, he has 
conquered death and broken down 
the barrier between ourselves and 
God. We are Easter people who live 
in the light of the promise of God of 
eternal life. Our joy is no less for not 
being gathered in one place and I 
pray that Easter joy may fill the homes 
of each one of you. 

Jesus Christ is risen! Alleluia! ‘

We regret to inform you that all Church 
Services in the Church are suspended and that 

the Church is closed until further notice.  
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All are welcome to tune in and join us: 
Prayer Book Communion - 8.30am  
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email: kingcharlesthemartyr@hotmail.com 
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@kingcharlesthemartyr 
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The Collect 
Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your 
Son overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. 

Amen
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First Reading: Jeremiah 31. 1-6 

31 At that time, says the Lord, I will be the 
God of all the families of Israel, and they 
shall be my people.  
2 Thus says the Lord: The people who 
survived the sword found grace in the 
wilderness; when Israel sought for rest,  
3 the Lord appeared to him from far away. I 
have loved you with an everlasting love; 
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to 
you.  
4 Again I will build you, and you shall be 
built, O virgin Israel!  
Again you shall take your tambourines, and 
go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.  
5 Again you shall plant vineyards 
on the mountains of Samaria; the planters 
shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit.  
6 For there shall be a day when sentinels will 
call in the hill country of Ephraim ‘Come,  
let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’ 

Second Reading: Acts 10. 34-43  

34 Then Peter began to speak to them:  
‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality,  
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36 You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all.  
37 That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced:  
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him.  
39 We are witnesses to all that he did both  
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him  
to death by hanging him on a tree;  
40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God 
as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead.  

42 He commanded us to preach to the  
people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead.  
43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 28. 1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the 
week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb.  
2 And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it.  
3 His appearance was like lightning, and  
his clothing white as snow.  
4 For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men.  
5 But the angel said to the women,  
‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified.  
6 He is not here; for he has been raised,  
as he said. Come, see the place where  
he lay.  
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples,  
“He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him. 
” This is my message for you.’  
8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  
9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took 
hold of his feet, and worshipped him.  
10 Then Jesus said to them,  
‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers  
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 


