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Reflection  
by Elizabeth Doyle 

It is often said, and rightly so, that the 
Church is not a building, it is people –  
the community of worshipping Christians.   
We are the bricks and mortar of the 
Church.    

It is not a new idea. The first letter of 
Peter, which is this week’s New Testament 
reading speaks of the new Christians 
being built into a spiritual house of which 
Jesus is the head and cornerstone.   
The letter was written for a diverse group 
of people who were facing very hard times 
and, as such, it can resonate with us. 

One of the most difficult aspects of the 
current situation has been the forced 
isolation and, for some, the resultant 
loneliness. At King Charles and St Marks 
we think of ourselves as a community, a 
family, and it has been very hard not to 
come together – especially for those who 
don’t have access to the latest technology.   

But it is important to remember that you 
don’t make a strong and safe building by 
simply laying bricks side by side, or one 
on top of the other. It is the mortar 
between the bricks that binds them 
together, and what is binding us together 
is the love, kindness and self-giving that 
has been so apparent during this time. 

We are a building dedicated to God, the 
master builder, and our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the coping, or top stone that holds it 
firm.        

If we are bound together by love of God 
and of each other we, who are the Church, 
will stand and grow, no matter what 
storms of life beat against us. 

Today’s Services 
All very welcome to join us on-line: 

Holy Communion (BCP) - 8.30am  
The Revd Claire Allwood 

Holy Communion (CW) - 10am 
The Revd Laurence Powell  

The Revd Canon Sarah Partridge 
Evening Prayer (BCP) - 6.30pm 

Simon Whiteside 
www.kcmtw.org 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
kingcharlesthemartyr/ 

Next Sunday 17th May  
Holy Communion (BCP) - 8.30am  

Holy Communion (CW) - 10am 
Recording of KCM Choir from St Pauls - 6.30pm 

Vicar: The Revd Laurence Powell 
01892 525455 - laurence.powell@me.com 

Associate Vicar:  
The Revd Canon Sarah Partridge 

01892 853451 
Associate Vicar:  

The Revd Claire Allwood 
079769 59280 
Parish Office 

Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
between 1pm and 4pm - Tel: 01892 511745  
email: kingcharlesthemartyr@hotmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook: @kingcharlesthemartyr 

Type to 
enter 
text

Zoom Prayer Meetings 
All are welcome to join online prayer meetings 

for King Charles the Martyr and St Mark’s: 
Mondays Zoom Prayer Meeting at 7:30pm  

Fridays All Age Group Session  
on Facebook at 5pm 

For more information please contact: 
 The Revd Claire Allwoood 

(Claire.Allwood@stmarkschurch.org.uk). 
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First Reading: Acts 7. 55-end 
55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 

‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!’ 57 But they covered their 
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him.  
58 Then they dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.’ When 
he had said this, he died. 

Gospel Reading: John 14. 1-14 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling-
places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way to 
the place where I am going.’ 5 Thomas 
said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the 
way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.

Gospel Reading: John 14. 1-14 
7 If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.’ 8 Philip said to 
him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, 
‘Have I been with you all this time, 
Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, “Show us the 
Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then 
believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do 
it.

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

who through your only-begotten Son  
Jesus Christ have overcome death  

and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 

we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

Christian Aid Week 2020 

Help King Charles the Martyr with  
St Mark’s Tunbridge Wells raise 
money to support Christian Aid 

As it is Christian Aid week, KCM is making 
Christian Aid the charity of the month. 

If you wish to donate to Christian Aid, you 
can either pay by using the justgiving link 

below, or you can send a cheque to 
the Parish Office made payable to: 
PCC of King Charles the Martyr. 

Please do let us know what the cheque is 
for as parishioners are making their regular 

and one-off donations to the Church by 
cheques made out to: PCC of King Charles 

the Martyr as well. Thank you so much!

https://www.justgiving.com/fund…/
kcmwithstmarks-christianaid
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