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Reflection  
by Revd Laurence Powell 
With Easter now behind us we find ourselves in 
the ten day period between Ascension and 
Pentecost. This period sees the disciples lost 
and confused. For three years they have 
followed Christ’s teaching, watched his passion 
and witnessed his resurrection. Now they are 
seemingly left without direction in a world which 
has been turned upside-down. Christ has told 
them that another advocate is to come but as yet 
they do not know who or what the new advocate 
will be. The disciples retreat to a private dwelling 
and do the only thing that they know how to - that 
is to wait and pray, trusting that Christ will fulfil 
his promise. Prayer sits at the heart of these ten 
days.  
A few years ago our Archbishop’s of Canterbury 
and York implemented a movement to be held in 
these ten days called ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’ The 
movement encourages members of the Church 
of England to spend these ten days in prayer and 
encourages us to keep the prayer for the world at 
its centre. Within just a few years the movement 
has become an ecumenical phenomena with 
millions of Christians take part across the world.  
In these days of Covid-19 we may also identify 
with the disciples plight. The world as we knew it 
has been turned upside-down. Though we know 
that we must come out of lockdown and work 
towards finding a ‘new-normal’, the advice and 
way forward may seem uncertain and confusing. 
Therefore taking our lead from the disciples and 
praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is something which 
we can identity with. Recent research from 
Durham University shows that huge numbers of 
the UK population have been engaging with 
online religious services of all faiths and are now 
praying on a regular basis since the lockdown 
began. Our world might be upside-down for 
sometime to come but the fruits of new and 
growing faith are encouraging, knowing as we 
know that faith in God will sustain and uphold us 
in these days and the days to come. In the power 
of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray 
to the Father for our world and all people.  

Today’s Services 
All very welcome to join us on-line: 

www.kcmtw.org 
https://www.facebook.com/ 

kingcharlesthemartyr/ 

Holy Communion (BCP) - 8.30am  
The Revd Laurence Powell 

Morning Prayer (CW) - 10am 
The Revd Laurence Powell  

The Revd Canon Sarah Partridge 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar  

of this service: 
Please click the link below to join the webinar:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82350991446?
pwd=R2sweEFSZUdSUUxYczBWTjJsYzNBdz09 

Password: 644637 
Holy Communion - 6.30pm 

Revd Claire Allwood 
Next Sunday 31st May  

Holy Communion (BCP) - 8.30am  
Morning Prayer (CW) - 10am 

Holy Communion (CW) - 6.30pm 
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On line Services & Meetings 
All are welcome to join online prayer meetings 

for King Charles the Martyr and St Mark’s: 
NB: There are no prayer meetings on 

Monday or Friday this week 
Tuesday 6pm Evening Prayer on Facebook 

Wednesday 8pm Mid week Communion  
on Facebook 

For more information please check  
KCM website: www.kcmtw.org

Vicar: The Revd Laurence Powell 
01892 525455 - laurence.powell@me.com 

Associate Vicar:  
The Revd Canon Sarah Partridge 

01892 853451 
Associate Vicar:  

The Revd Claire Allwood 
079769 59280 
Parish Office 

Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday  
between 1pm and 4pm - Tel: 01892 511745  
email: kingcharlesthemartyr@hotmail.com 

Follow us on Facebook: @kingcharlesthemartyr 

       

We remember The King Charles School Old Boys 
Association 40th Anniversary today. We look forward 

to being able to celebrate with them next year.

http://www.kcmtw.org
https://www.facebook.com
http://www.kcmtw.org
https://www.facebook.com


First Reading: Acts 1. 6-14 
6 So when they had come together, they asked 
him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
9 When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going and they were 
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.’ 12 Then they 
returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, 
they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 4. 12-14, 5. 6-11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to 
you. 13 But rejoice in so far as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad 
and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If 
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 6 Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast 
all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert.

Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around looking for someone to devour. 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 9 Resist 
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters throughout the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 
And after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him 
be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
Gospel Reading: John 17. 1-11 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked 
up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 
glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life,  
that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 
me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your 
own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 6 ‘I have 
made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8 for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

The Collect 
O God the King of glory,


you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ

with great triumph to your kingdom 


in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not 
comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit 


to strengthen us and exalt us to the place 
where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 


who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.


Amen


Help King Charles the Martyr with  
St Mark’s Tunbridge Wells raise money  

to support Christian Aid 
KCM is making Christian Aid the charity of the 

month. If you wish to donate to Christian Aid, you 
can either pay by using the justgiving link below, 
or you can send a cheque to the Parish Office 
payable to: PCC of King Charles the Martyr. 

Please do let us know what the cheque is for as 
parishioners are making their regular and one-off 
donations to the Church by cheques made out to: 

PCC of King Charles the Martyr as well. 
Thank you so much!

https://www.justgiving.com/fund…/
kcmwithstmarks-christianaid

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kcmwithstmarks-christianaid
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kcmwithstmarks-christianaid
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kcmwithstmarks-christianaid
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kcmwithstmarks-christianaid

