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Reflection 
by Revd Canon Sarah Partridge 

‘ Today’s gospel reading is a strange little 
passage. Why? Because we apparently have 
Jesus talking about something that didn’t 
exist then – the church. Bearing in mind that 
Matthew was writing for Jewish people who 
had become Christians and were therefore 
part  of the early church then it makes a little 
more sense but it’s hard to escape the idea 
that perhaps in this instance the ‘voice’ is 
not authentically Jesus. 
This is further suggested by the instruction 
to treat those who refuse to acknowledge 
their shortcomings as they would treat 
‘Gentiles and tax collectors’. The implication 
is that they should be shunned which is 
exactly the opposite of what Jesus did! But 
whether these are genuine words from 
Jesus or whether Matthew just needed to 
make the point to the early church, the core 
message is the importance of coherence of 
acceptable behaviour within the church. And 
if we shine the light of Paul’s message to the 
Romans on to the gospel that becomes 
clearer. 
The first Christians were extremely 
vulnerable to critique and hostility from 
those around them. So if they were 
proclaiming a gospel of love then that’s 
exactly what they had to be seen to be 
doing. Paul makes this point extremely 
clear. Think of the commandments he says 
and realise that they all boil down to one 
thing. Love your neighbour because if you 
do you won’t covet or murder or steal or do 
any of the things that the commandments 
prohibit. 
It is, or should be, a matter of grief and 
remorse that then and now we have so 
significantly failed to put this into practice. 
Perhaps when we do all come back together 
again in our buildings we could recommit 
ourselves to this. “Love does no wrong to a 
neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law” 
And a quick final note – James and I are 
finally going to take the longer break that we 
had planned for June so I will be away now 
until the beginning of October’

We are delighted to announce  
that some Services at KCM are  

bookable in advance to attend in person  
contact the Parish Office: 01892 511745,  

St Mark’s Church is also open for Services, 
booking not required 

Today’s Services: 
8.00am - St Mark’s Holy Communion (BCP)  

The Revd Claire Allwood 
live streaming on FB 

10am - KCM Holy Communion (CW)  
Bookable - The Revd Laurence Powell 

Live streaming on FB and Zoom 
Zoom link for 10am Holy Communion Service from  

King Charles the Martyr until further notice: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593820722?

pwd=cExIZHF2SHk3V295ZWdSRTJEMXJOUT09 
Password: 072916 

Wednesday 9th September 
11.30am - KCM  - Holy Communion (BCP) 

Revd Laurence Powell 

Next Sunday 13th September 
14th Sunday after Trinity 

8am - KCM Holy Communion (BCP)  
Live streaming on FB and Zoom 

10am - Holy Communion (CW) from Homes 
Live streaming on FB and Zoom

Type to 
enter 
text

Vicar: The Revd Laurence Powell 
01892 525455 - laurence.powell@me.com


Associate Vicar:  
The Revd Canon Sarah Partridge 

01892 853451

Associate Vicar:  

The Revd Claire Allwood 
079769 59280

Parish Office 

Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

between 1pm and 4pm - Tel: 01892 511745 

email: kingcharlesthemartyr@hotmail.com


Follow us on Facebook: @kingcharlesthemartyr

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593820722?pwd=cExIZHF2SHk3V295ZWdSRTJEMXJOUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593820722?pwd=cExIZHF2SHk3V295ZWdSRTJEMXJOUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593820722?pwd=cExIZHF2SHk3V295ZWdSRTJEMXJOUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593820722?pwd=cExIZHF2SHk3V295ZWdSRTJEMXJOUT09


The Collect 
O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure  

of your grace, that we, running the way  
of your commandments, may receive your 
gracious promises, and be made partakers  

of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and  

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen

13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood,  
I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 This day 
shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe  
it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Second Reading: Romans 13. 8-end 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one 
another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, ‘You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; 
You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and 
any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
10 Love does no wrong to a neighbour; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it 
is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light;  
13 let us live honourably as in the day, not in 
revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,  
to gratify its desires. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18. 15-20 
15 ‘If another member of the church sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone. If the member listens to you,  
you have regained that one. 16 But if you are  
not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
17 If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. 18 Truly I 
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I 
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.’

First Reading: Exodus 12. 1-14 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land  
of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month 
of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this 
month they are to take a lamb for each family,  
a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its 
closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb 
shall be divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take 
it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall 
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; 
then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall 
take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which 
they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that same 
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat 
any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over 
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  
10 You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the 
morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you shall 
eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord.  
12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and 
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgements: I am the Lord.


