
   Advent Sunday 2020 

Priest In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
  and of the Holy Spirit. 
  Amen 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.  

Priest Now is the time to wake out of sleep, 
  for now our salvation is nearer  
  than when we first believed. 

Hymn 

'O come, O come Emmanuel' 

Introduction  
Advent is a time to renew our energy, to gather our strength, to 
take a fresh look at the way we live our lives as disciples of 
Jesus. We come to listen to the heart of God, to be open to the 
abundance of God's grace for us, as individuals, as a church, 
as communities and as part of the whole creation. 

    
Time of Confession 

Deacon When the Lord comes, 
  he will bring to light the things now hidden  
  in darkness, 
  and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
  Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

  Turn to us again, O God our Saviour,  
  and let your anger cease from us: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
   
   



  Show us your compassion, O Lord,  
  and grant us your salvation:  
  Christ, have mercy. 
  Christ, have mercy. 

  Your salvation is near for those that fear you,  
  that glory may dwell in our land: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
  Lord, have mercy. 

The Absolution 

Priest The God of all healing and forgiveness 
  draw us to himself, 
  and cleanse us from all our sins 
  that we may behold the glory of his Son, 
  the Word made flesh, 
  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  Amen 

The Collect 

Almighty God,  
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  
and to put on the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life,  
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day 
 when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
 to judge the living and the dead,  
we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God now and for ever. 

Amen. 

          



Reading  

I Corinthians 1. 3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way 
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may 
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight  

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to you O Lord 

Mark 13. 24 - end 

But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 



Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great 
power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven. 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for 
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise be to you O Christ 

Talk - The Advent Wreath and lighting of the first candle 
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for you are our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 



Anthem 

This is the Truth sent from above 

Prayers  

Watchful at all times, 
let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 
before our Maker and Redeemer. 
That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

That God may establish among the nations 
his sceptre of righteousness, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 
and recognise him in the breaking of the bread, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

That God may bind up the broken hearted, 
restore the sick 
and raise up all who have fallen, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn 
on all who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

That, with all the saints in light, 
we may shine forth as lights for the world, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 



We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 
to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father: 

Almighty God, 
as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 
first came to seek and to save the lost; 
so may he come again to find in us 
the completion of his redeeming work; 
for he is now alive 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 

  
The Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 



Hymn 

Blessing 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, make us    
worthy of a place in his kingdom.  

Amen. 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, reveal   in 
our midst the promise of his glory.  

Amen. 
   
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith,  
joyful in hope and constant in love. 

Amen. 
   

Blessing 
  


