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A warm welcome to King Charles the Martyr and to this Service for All Souls 
All Souls commemoration 

All Souls is a Christian festival which falls on the 2nd of November immediately 
after All Saints day on the 1st. The festival stems from our Catholic heritage and 

is widely commemorated across the Church of England. This evening we 
remember and pray for all those who we have loved and have now passed into 

God’s heavenly kingdom.  

Duruflé Requiem 

Maurice Durufle (1902-1986) was very much in the great tradition of French 
Composer Organists. A child prodigy, he began studying in Paris when he was 10 
and became close friends with Louis Vierne who appointed him his Assistant at 

Notre Dame. In 1929 he was appointed Organist of S Etienne-du-Mont, where he 
remained for the rest of his life. He was much in demand as the premier virtuoso 

organist of the time, and was Professor of Harmony at the Paris Conservatoire 
from 1943-1970. His absolute perfectionism meant that he has left only a few 
compositions, mostly for choir or organ, but they are all of the very highest 

standard. ‘I work slowly and throw a lot away’, he wrote. He and his wife were in 
a car accident in 1975, and he never fully recovered from the severe injuries he 

sustained. 

The Requiem began life as an organ piece, and was actually commissioned by the 
Vichy regime in France as a symphonic poem. However he decided to compose a 

Requiem and was still working on it when the regime collapsed in 1944. He 
wrote it for soloists, choir and a large orchestra although the first version which 
appeared was the one with solo organ accompaniment, published in 1948. It is 

often compared with the Requiem by Faure, written 60 years earlier and does set 
the same movements of the Mass, centred around the Pie Jesu for a solo voice. 
The major difference is that Durufle’s melodies are almost all derived from the 

relevant Gregorian plainsong settings of the Mass for the Dead. 

Durufle wrote: ‘This Requiem is not an ethereal work which sings of detachment 
from earthly worries. It reflects, in the immutable form of the Christian prayer, 

the agony of Man faced with the mystery of his ultimate end. It is often dramatic, 
or filled with resignation, or hope or terror, just as the words of the Scripture 
themselves, which are used in the liturgy. … In Paridisum marks the ultimate 

answer of Faith to all the questions by the flight of the soul to Paradise.’ 



INTRODUCTORY PRAYERS  

1 REQUIEM AETERNAM 

Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
A hymn, O God, becometh Thee in Zion, and a vow shall be paid to Thee 
in Jerusalem; O Lord, hear my prayer, all flesh shall come to Thee. 

II KYRIE 

Lord have mercy on us, Christ have mercy on us. Lord have mercy on us, 

III DOMINE JESU CHRISTE 

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, deliver the souls of all the faithful 
departed from the pains of hell and from the deep pit; Deliver them from 
the lion’s mouth that hell engulf them not, nor they fall into darkness. But 
that Michael, the holy standardbearer, bring them into the holy light, which 
Thou once didst promise to Abraham and his seed. We offer Thee, O Lord, 
sacrifices and prayers of praise; do Thou accept them for those souls whom 
we this day commemorate; grant them, O Lord, to pass from death to the 
life which Thou once didst promise to Abraham and his seed. 

IV SANCTUS 

Holy, Lord God of hosts. The heavens and the earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

V PIE JESU 

Gentle Lord Jesus, grant them eternal rest. 

READING OF NAMES 



VI AGNUS DEI 

Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world: grant them eternal 
rest.  

VII LUX AETERNA 

May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord, with Thy saints forever, for 
Thou art kind. Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. 

VIII LIBERA ME 

Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death on that dreadful day when the 
heavens and the earth shall be moved, and Thou shalt come to judge the 
world by fire. I quake with fear and I tremble awaiting the day of account 
and the wrath to come, when the heavens and the earth shall be moved. Day 
of mourning, day of wrath, of calamity, of misery, the great day, and most 
bitter. Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. 

IX IN PARADISUM 

May the angels receive them in Paradise, at thy coming may the martyrs 
receive thee and bring thee into the holy city Jerusalem. There may the 
chorus of angels receive thee, and with Lazarus, once a beggar, may thou 
have eternal rest. 

CLOSING PRAYERS AND BLESSING


